
Amy Purcell  
521 East Murdoch Road   ∙   Philadelphia, PA 19119    ∙   215-435-6641    ∙   amyleepurcell84@gmail.com

Background and Objectives
[bookmark: _GoBack]A skilled School Counselor seeking a School Counselor Position at CORA Services to support students with any emotional, academic, career, college, social or behavioral concerns and assist them in being successful in their academic experience.

Key Values & Strengths:




· Building Relationship with Students and Families
· Assisting Students & Families in Finding Resources Outside of School to Help Become Successful

· Experience with Crisis Situations
· Experience Working with Student who Experienced Trauma
· Clear Communication with Colleagues

· Collaborating with a Team
· Organized
· Problem Solver
· Passionate about Students Receiving a Positive Educational Experience

Professional Experience
First Philadelphia Preparatory Charter School, Philadelphia, PA						         
Middle School Counselor – Grades 4-8						            8/2007-Present
· Work with staff to identify students who need additional supports in and outside of school.  Work with families to find and get additional supports.
· Held Profession Development workshops regularly for whole staff on how to help students with difficult behaviors, extreme emotional needs or academic concerns. Some workshops have included Warning Signs for Suicide and Self Harm, How to Complete the BESS Scale Assessment, How to Speak with Parents so they Listen, Positive Behavioral Supports, Self-Care for Teachers and When to make a DHS referral.
· Write 504 Plans and manage the implementation of the plans.
· Run group counseling sessions on anger management, coping skills, self-esteem, school behavior, executive function skill building, autistic support, social skills and many other topics as needed.  
· Hold individual counseling sessions for students with specific goals. Many students have IEP’s. 
· RTii Team member and Case Manager for all students with emotional, behavioral or health concerns. 
· Regularly attend IEP meetings and work with many IEP students on specific counseling related goals in their IEP.  
· Member of our schools Educational Advisory Team. A team that focuses on ways to improve student achievement.
· Created & facilitate our Eagle Ambassador Program-a student leadership group.
· Work with students on Naviance to educate them on Careers and Colleges.
· Regularly plan and teach guidance lessons to classrooms and hold class meetings when needed.
· Deal with crisis situations, including making reports to DHS or evaluating and determination the need for a student to be referred to The Crisis Center for an Emergency Psychological Evaluation.
· Social & Emotional Learning Coordinator- researched programs and implemented the use of Lions Quest SEL Curriculum in the Middle School.
· Coordinator & Administrator of the BESS Scale.  Provide Professional Development to teachers on administering the BESS and coordinate the scales data once completed by teachers.  Work with RTii Coordinator, Special Education Coordinator, Principal and CEO to make plans to best support students. 

· No Excuses Coordinator from 2009-2015.  A program that introduces the college readiness at a young age.
· Assisting students and families in the Philadelphia High School Selection process. Including filling out all high school applications with each 8th grade student, creating transcripts for all students, writing letters of recommendation, collecting all additional materials and making sure each school receives a copy for each student. Providing information sessions for all parents on the application process.
· Build relationships with Magnet, Private, Charter and Religious High Schools for the students application process.
· Communicating with therapist in agencies who a student may work with to better streamline interventions & coping skills the student may be working on.
· Work closely with Administration to help identify students who may need additional supports or help them to conduct an investigation of a sensitive matter.  
· In regular contact with parents/guardians on the progress of a student on my caseload or a student who needs additional supports in school.
· Advise teachers on different systems they can put into place in their classroom to help support the needs of a student. 		           

West Chester University, West Chester, PA						           
Graduate Assistant in the Academic Development Program						12/2005-5/2007
· As a Graduate Assistant, I acted as a liaison between peer mentors and the professional mentor while establishing positive relationships with undergraduate peer mentors and Academic Development Program (ADP) students. 
· Attended all staff and weekly meetings associated with the peer mentoring & ADP programs while recruiting, interviewing and training prospective mentors.  
· Held weekly meetings with each mentor to go over their weekly plans with the students they mentored and any concerns they had.  Found solutions to concerns.
· Planning and organization of Awards Ceremonies and cultural/co-curricular activities was also within my realm of my responsibilities.
		
Highlighted Professional Developments________________________________________________

Harvard Medical School- K-12 Mental Health Conferences in Boston, MA in 2016 & 2017
Empowering Student Bystanders- Bullying Prevention 
No Excuses Conferences- College Readiness at an Early Age, 2008, 2013, 2015
The Columbia Lighthouse Project- Suicide Assessment (Online Training)
Trauma Sensitive Compassionate Classrooms- Online Training, 2018

Educational History and Licenses

WEST CHESTER UNIVERSITY - Masters, Education in Secondary School Counseling, 2007
SALISBURY UNIVERSITY – B.A, Social Work with Minor in Psychology, 2004
STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA – License in Secondary School Counseling, 2007
STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA- Under Supervision to attain License Professional Counselor Certification, 2017

