Deena Ruth Meles

RMELES1836@gmail.com
(215) 391-7341
Education

M.S.W. – Yeshiva University’s Wurzweiler School of Social Work
B.A. - Stern College for Women – Yeshiva University

Major – Sociology

Issued State Licenses and Certificates 
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) Certification
LMSW Pennsylvania Licensure – Pending (Summer 2018) 
Professional Experience
Sept. 2017 – May 2018

P.S. 15 The Roberto Clemente School, Manhattan, NY. Intern Social Worker

Served as the primary social work intern for a caseload of several dozen elementary aged students. Developed the ability to improvise and work with others. Applied research-based strategies to create and lead informational weekly sessions to inform and provide counseling support to at least three dozen fifth graders on the subject of maintaining a healthy body image. Collaborated with community organizations to provide needed academic and social-emotional supports for students whom come from temporary housing backgrounds.



Sept. 2016 – May 2017 

Hellenic American Neighborhood Action Committee, Astoria, NY. Intern Social Worker
Served as the intern social worker leading various groups on topics relevant for an elderly cliental. Developed the ability to improvise and work with others. Provided advice and counsel to clients and their immediate family members on navigating the complex eldercare system to secure needed resources ranging from medical care to financial responsibility.



 
Jan. 2015 – Present

Team Ohel Bais Ezra Fundraiser for Individuals with Disabilities, Brooklyn, NY. Fundraiser.

Developed professional social networks to raise awareness and funds for disability advocacy and financial aid year round. Secured enough funds from a widespread network to send several low income children with severe disabilities to a specialized summer camp tuition-free. Annually raised significantly more funds than required for various events over the years.

Feb. 2016 – August 2016

Proud Moments Therapy, Brooklyn, NY. Paraprofessional Applied Behavior Analyst

Provided academic and psychosocial supports for clients with Autism Spectrum Disorder to learn life and social skills among other things. Familiar with and able to apply Applied Behavioral Analysis to facilitate and enhance the communication abilities and track the weekly behavioral progress of non-verbal clients.
Jan. 2015 – June 2015 

Gutman Early Learning Center, Elkins Park, PA. Classroom Teacher



Prepared lesson plans and developed strategies to engage students ages 1 to 3. Collaborated with staff to plan and teach in an Integrated Co-Teaching setting. Acquired experience in leadership, team work, problem solving, organization, and improvisation skills.

Sept. 2012 – Jan. 2015  

Otsar Family Services, Brooklyn, NY. Assistant Special Education Teacher
Taught developmentally and pervasively disabled individuals ages 8 to 18.  Developed and implemented programs to improve social and mobile skills. Created activities to improve fine motor skills of participants. Acquired experience in leadership, team work, problem solving, organization, and improvisation skills.

Extracurricular Activities

Local Synagogue Youth Coordinator – Volunteer (2006 - 2015) 

Friendship Circle of Philadelphia – Volunteer (2006 – 2007)
Computer Skills  

Knowledge of Microsoft Office, Internet Researching Skills, Academic Search Premier
