Amanda M. Carlson, MSW, LSW
2910 Cecil B Moore Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19121 ● (267) 634-5789 ● amcarlson1988@gmail.com
Dear Ms. Amy Bitting, 
I am seeking to integrate both my clinical and educational skills in serving the community that CORA has the privilege of engaging with as the Prevention Education Specialist. I am a Licensed Social Worker in PA working toward LCSW licensure and hold a Master’s of Social Work Degree from Temple University. Since working in this field for nearly ten years, I have developed a passion for working with the youth in our community from witnessing and intervening in city-wide violence, navigating the system for youth with parents with severe mental health and substance abuse disorders, and providing familial therapeutic support for youth struggling with a number of transitions, including becoming homeless and figuring out how to have their basic needs met, teens and pre-teens who struggled with gender identity, and tutoring students who were failing in their classes. My experience has led me to this opportunity and has prepared me to be a leader in promoting risk prevention education for a number of emerging risk issues to the community as a whole.
In my current position as a Social Worker at a nonprofit clinic, I have the honor to learn about people and how they cope with the stigma of addiction and help lead them to a place where they can educate those around them and advocate for a deeper understanding of recovery as well as be empowering examples that promote risk prevention. This has provided me with the opportunity to utilize an evidenced-based risk prevention curriculum that focus on social-emotional competencies with my  clients and the community. I have provided these psychoeducational topics as a group series and have presented these materials to schools and community organizations. Because I work primarily as a therapist, I have the opportunity to help clients develop effective skills to overcome the adversities that arise in their lives, whether it’s pursue their educational goals, manage their wellness, and battle the cycle of poverty while navigating the mental health and substance use systems, for themselves and their children, while simultaneously finding balance in their day-to-day life in order to be good parents. My role leads me to handle multiple crises’ situations as well. Often I meet with program participants when they are experiencing suicidal ideation where I conduct suicide assessments, intervene with a variety of therapeutic approaches, and lead them to the most helpful level of care in order to provide the safest environment I can foster in the moment.  
With my experience as a mental health and substance abuse professional, I will be able to provide effective strategies to identify, address, and monitor individual students as well as coordinate and oversee prevention/intervention efforts to improve the social and emotional learning of all students in line with CORA’s values. Thank you for your time and consideration, and I look forward to speaking with you about how I will provide the services necessary to promote learning and growth for the community you serve.

With Enthusiasm, 
Amanda M. Carlson, LSW[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



