Maria T. De Jesus
7117 Claridge Street Philadelphia, PA 19111
215-284-3255
bzbee2u@gmail.com

I am a dedicated Early Childhood Teacher, passionate about encouraging children to develop socially, emotionally and intellectually. Bi-lingual, educated and experienced with groups of up to 20 children. I am a hardworking and motivated educator with strong communication and interpersonal skills to cultivate working relationships within the school community.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE	

Saint Cecilia Catholic School	Philadelphia, PA
Pre- K Paraprofessional	September 2015 – Present

· Deliver creative and interactive activities to an average of 15 students between 4-5 years of age.
· Collaborate with the Lead Teacher in the careful planning of learning activities and special mid- and year-end celebrations.
· Guide students through planned activities and tend to their physical needs.
· Develop and implement activities that strengthen student’s gross motor development.
· Assist Lead Teacher with instruction and provide one-on-one support for the students.
· Demonstrate commitment to maintaining a friendly and cheerful learning environment that promotes the development and well-being of children.
· Apply good classroom management strategies and address disciplinary issues as they arise.
· Create seasonal artwork for hallway displays.
· Develop art projects for holidays & learning units. Examples include: student’s Christmas gift for parents; Catholic School Week; and seasonal window sun catchers.
· Incorporate fun and interactive Spanish lessons via songs, books and music.
· Routine assessment of classroom physical environment and play areas. Inspect toys and equipment for safety concerns. 


Memorial Presbyterian Church of Fox Chase (MPCFC)	Philadelphia, PA
Preschool Lead Teacher/ Director	Jan 2014 – May 2015

· Worked actively with teachers and superiors to maintain high curriculum standards.
· Developed an academic program.
· Prepared annual report.
· Reviewed instructional objectives and adjusted accordingly.
· Trained new staff and conducted personnel evaluations.
· Created instructional resources to use in the classrooms.
· Conducted parent-teacher conferences.
· Conducted student’s assessments.
· Designed and used “hands-on-learning” centers for science (discovery centers), library center, art center and math center.
· Designed and published a monthly newsletter to promote family involvement within the school community.
· Responsible for year-end activities.
· Responsible for collecting tuition; writing notices and reminders and making deposits.
· Developed and carried out age-appropriate lessons plans that encouraged physical, emotional, social, and academic growth.
· Maintained individual student portfolios that included skills checklists, labeled worked samples and narratives reports on areas needing improvement or that showed behavioral concerns.
· Met with the parents and students for possible enrollment.
· Maintained and kept students records (enrollment, attendance, health and safety forms, emergency contact information and incident reports) updated.
· Established numerous activities that promoted self-reliance and boost self-confidence.
· Managed day to day activities at the preschool.
· Maintained a safe play environment by conducting routine assessment of the play areas.

Casa del Carmen Academy                                                                                                  Philadelphia, PA
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pre-K  Lead Teacher                                                                                                   February 2014- May 2014

· Developed and presented creative lessons in a Spanish immersion classroom.

Independent Professional                                                                                                   Philadelphia, PA
Spanish Interpreter                                                                                                    May 2012- January 2013

     Provide interpretation for Spanish speakers.

The Children’s Preschool                                                                                      Philadelphia, PA
Independent Professional                                                                               September 2004- June 2005

· Teaching Spanish to children via music, poems, songs, games and puppets.

Chinatown Learning Center                                                                                  Philadelphia, PA
Preschool & Pre-K Teacher Assistant                                                    January 1999- September 2000

· Observed teaching techniques to develop own instructional methods, generate exciting activities and raise self-confidence.
· Led circle time and supervise daily activities.
· Incorporated puppet storytelling to help introduce colors, letters and numbers in the English language to the children in the Asian community.
· Weekly lesson planning.
· Integration of music to transition activities.
                                                                                      
                                                                                                        


EDUCATION	
 
Holy Family University	    Philadelphia, PA
Bachelor of Arts in Elementary & Early Childhood Education 2005
· Honor Roll
· GPA 3.75


Community College of Philadelphia                                                                                         Philadelphia, PA
Associate Degree in Early Childhood   2000

ADDITIONAL SKILLS	




· 



· Musically inclined
· Strong planning, organizational and leadership skills.
· Proficient in Spanish (written and oral)
· First Aid and CPR Certified (to be obtained on 3/8/19)

