March 25th, 2019

Cora Services, Inc.

Dear Hiring Manager,

[bookmark: _GoBack]My name is Brian Donato and I am thankful to come across the IPS Counselor position upon searching online. Due to my passion for empowering individuals, knowledge of positive psychology tactics, and driven mentality, I am confident I will bring positive energy and valuable skills to the role. I have a passion for reforming the criminal justice system also, having done a major PowerPoint presentation for school last quarter on the topic. I would be happy to e-mail this assignment to you. 

It is better to understand than to be understood. When I heard that quote for the first time from the great Bill Russell, it resonated with me. In the workplace and in life, I have an assertive curiosity to learn and understand how to improve myself, and also understand other people without having a selfish desire to be understood first. I do not go into a situation with preconceived notions or thinking. This open-mindedness has allowed me to create powerful impact in my students while serving with City Year and at YouthBuild Charter School. In my current role as a Life Skills Counselor at Valley Youth House, I act as a coach, therapist, teacher, and/or mentor depending on the situation. This flexibility has allowed me to gain varied skills when it comes to cultivating the character development in people. I believe an individual has to have a creative mind in setting and maintaining the bar for outcomes. In this role, I will adapt to achieve rewarding outcomes by any positive means necessary.

Currently, I am taking courses in positive psychology online and expect to graduate with my Master’s Degree in June. Learning about self-development coaching techniques, gratitude exercises, and living presently has given me a toolbox to use in the workplace and life in general. Empowering individuals and/or providing resources to them is something that I am passionate about. I am fully committed to using my skills to implement productive strategies to give people the greatest opportunities for success.

Due to my experience working with Philadelphia youth, and my understanding of positive psychology concepts through my education and blog writing, I look forward to excelling in this role. I am motivated to make a positive impact through my relentless authenticity and efforts. Though I am currently working and appreciate my job, I am seeking a job more rewarding and also higher-paying to be transparent, as a have a child on the way in June. I appreciate your consideration and thank you for the opportunity to apply.

Sincerely,

Brian Donato
Philadelphia, PA 19143
856 220--4583
bridonato52@gmail.com

