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September 12, 2019

To whom it may concern:

As a speech-language pathologist experienced in working with children and young adults with a variety of communication disorders, I am interested in a Speech-Language Pathologist position with CORA Services. My patience, compassion, flexibility, and sensitivity to the communication needs of each person have prepared me for this opportunity.

As a student clinician I worked at the Decatur School evaluating and treating elementary school children with speech and language disorders. I utilized many standardized assessments to evaluate students, determine their eligibility for services, and to help develop the Individualized Education Plan (IEP). Therapy was performed in groups in pull-out sessions and push-in sessions for the autistic support classrooms. I also worked at the HollyDELL school, a school for children aged three through adolescence with severe multiple disabilities. I developed a passion for Alternative and Augmentative Communication (AAC) at HollyDELL and learned the language of AAC, utilizing a variety of low tech and high tech aids and devices with my students.

During the completion of my Clinical Fellowship and presently, I work in early intervention with families of children with developmental delays and other related disorders. Developing strong, empathetic, and trusting relationships with families while counseling them about their child’s delay and/or diagnosis serves as a foundation for successful outcomes. Including the family in every step of intervention is vital for carryover and progress. As an early interventionist, I help families advocate for their children and transition them out of birth to three and into the special education system. Early intervention has allowed me to witness firsthand what families experience and what support they require from the other side of the table at transition meetings, Planning and Placement (PPT) meetings, and IEP meetings. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]As a Speech-Language Pathologist working at CORA Services, I will utilize my skills working in schools and early intervention in order to treat and work with each unique student to maximize his or her potential. I would greatly appreciate the opportunity to discuss my qualifications with you. Thank you for your consideration and I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Mallory Thum, MS CCC-SLP


