											   May 19, 2022
To Whom It May Concern:

I am pleased to write this letter of recommendation on behalf of Taylur Warthen as she applies for the position of School Psychologist.  
I have had the pleasure of sharing supervision of Ms. Warthen during her 1200-hour internship here at Moorestown Township Public Schools during the 2021-2022 school year.  It is worth noting that Ms. Warthen also participated in her 300-hour Practicum experience in our district under the supervision of one of my colleagues.  Her time with us has been spent between the elementary schools and the high school.  Through these placements, Ms. Warthen has had the opportunity to explore and develop an understanding of the differing needs among age-groups on both ends of the educational continuum.  Further, this has allowed her to grasp an understanding of the full gamut of special education supports, particularly with respect to understanding the process from the early years through transitioning to post-secondary life.  During these months, I have observed Ms. Warthen develop confidence and skill to the point where I am certain she is ready to become an effective member of a Child Study Team.
In her time with Moorestown, Ms. Warthen has completed evaluations, written reports, developed IEP’s, actively participated in meetings, provided individual and group counseling, and navigated the oftentimes challenging aspects of case management.  Of particular note during my supervision, Ms. Warthen led a social skills group with our self-contained multiple disabilities students.  She carried herself with poise, and left me impressed by her level of compassion and how invested she was with creating a safe space for her students to practice skills that they so desperately need.  Ms. Warthen’s ability to build rapport with students and staff, and her ability to relate to students, both young and old, are key pieces as to why she will be a superb school psychologist.
	In addition to her hospitableness, Ms. Warthen’s strong work ethic and “can-do” approach to the various duties of this profession have stood out to me.  She is organized, reliable, and invested in her continued growth.  She makes sure to take note of important details or feedback, so that she can continue to better herself as a professional.  Ms. Warthen has developed strong writing skills and has a firm understanding of the problem-solving nature of meaningful school psychological evaluations.  Her work reflects an understanding that evaluations are intended to be solution-focused, and that the role of the school psychologist is to be able to identify interventions rather than simply report on scores.  Ms. Warthen’s ability to formulate impressions from her evaluations allows for her to provide a “road-map” to those working with the student, which is an essential skill as a school psychologist.
	Again, it has been a pleasure working with Ms. Warthen.  Helping her develop some of these skills has been beyond rewarding – however, the credit really goes to her.  She is intelligent, composed, and skilled.  I recommend her highly for a position as school psychologist.  If you have any further questions, I can be reached at (856) 778-6610 ext. 12136 or achiolan@mtps.com. 

Very truly yours,
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