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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear CORA Services,

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What are you doing for others?’” It is my core belief that every person has the responsibility to help and educate others.

My undergraduate degree and work experiences could be considered by some a nontraditional introduction to this field. However, in my career I had the opportunity to work with an underserved and diverse population who need compassion and guidance to better direct themselves to a healthier and more fulfilling place. These experiences showed me that there is a need to help facilitate the changes in lifestyle, attitude and environment for these populations to be able to flourish. My goal is to work with children and the educational system in tandem; together, we will set a foundation for positive change for these individuals and as an extension of our society. 

As a graduate student at West Chester University, I have acquired the knowledge and the skills to effectively communicate and collaborate with students, their families and community partners as well as be able to gather data and use it to formulate a counseling program that will work to inspire excellence in every student. As a HRSA-BHWET stipend recipient, all of my practical experience has been spent in Title I schools. My experiences have pushed me to think creatively to find solutions to multi-faceted problems with fewer resources. 

Through my facilitation of small groups, working with individual students and families and my collection and utilization of data to plan and implement a school-wide counseling program, I am actively working towards an answer to Dr. King’s question.  

Thank you for your time and I look forward to hearing from you,
Shawn Donoghue
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